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I only propofe thefe as Hints to iny gent'e 
Readers, which they may alter or improve as 
they fhall think fir: But cannot conclude with- 
out congratulating our Countrey upon this Dif- 
pofition among the moft amiable of its Inhabi- 
tants, to confider in their Ornaments the Ad- 
vantage of the Publick as well as of their Per- 
fons. It was’ with the fame Spirit, tho’ not 
with the fame Politenefs, that the ancient Br:- 
tifo Women had the Figures of Monfters painted 
on their naked Bodies, in Order (as our Hilto- 
rians tell us) to make themfelves Beautiful in 
the Eyes of their Countreymen, and terrible 
to their Enemies. If this Project goes on, we 
may boalt, that our Sifter Whigs have the finelt 
Fans, as well as the moft Beautiful Faces, ol 
any Ladies in the World. At leaft, we may 
venture to foretel, that the Figures in thei 
Fans will leffen the ory Intereft, much more 


than thofe in the Oxford Almanacks will ad- 
vance it.. 


SiR A tt th tak ttt dttat big § ttt 
N°. 16. Monday, February 13. 





Ltaque quod plerumgue in atroci negotio folet, Sena 
tus decrevit, darent Operam Confules née qu 
Refpublica Detrimenti caperet. Ea Poteftas per 
Sexatum More Romano Magiftratu: maxuma 
permittitur, exercitum parare, bellum gerere, 
coercere omnibus modis Socios atgque Cives, do- 
mi militieque Imperium atque Gudicium f{uin- 
mum habere. Aliter, fine Pipak ju] i. nulli e- 
arum Rerum Confuli Fus eft. Sal: 


[ {being the Defign of thefe Papers to recon- 
cile Men to their own Happinefs, by remo- 
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ving thofe wrong Notions and Prejudices which 
hinder them from feeing the Advantage of them- 
felves and their Polterity in the prefent Eftablifh- 
ment, I cannot but take Notice of every Thing 
that by the Artifice of our Enemies is made a 
Matter of Complaint. 

Of this Nature is the Sufpenfion of the Ha- 
beas Corpus A&t, by which His Majefty has been 
enabled in thefe Times of Danger, to feize and 
detain the Perfons of fuch, who He had Reafon 
to believe were Confpiring againft His Perfon 
and Government. The Expediency and Reafo- 
nablenefS of fuch a temporary Sufpenfion in the 
prefent Junéture may appear to every confide- 
rate Man, who will turn his Thoughts impar- 
ually on this Subje&. 

I have chofen in Points of this Nature to draw 
my Arguments from the firft Principles of Go- 
vernment, which, as they are of no Party, but 
affented to by every reafonable Man, carry the 
greater Weight with them, and are accommo- 
dated to the Notions of all my Readers. Eve- 
ry One knows, who has confider’d the Nature 
of Government, that there muft be in each par- 
ticular Form of it an Abfolute and Unlimited 
Power; and that This Power is lodg’d in the 
Hands of thofe, who have the Making of its 
Laws, whether by the Nature of the Conftitu- 
tion it be in One or more Perfons, in a tingle 
Order of Men, or in a mixt Body of different 
Ranks and Degrees. It is an Abfurdity to i- 
Magine that thofe, who have the Authority of 

aking Laws, cannot fufpend any particular 
Law, when they think it expedient tor the Pub- 
lick. Without fuch a Power all Govern- 
ment would be defective, and not arm’d with 
a fufficient Force. for its own. Security. As 
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92 The FrEE-Ho.jpeER. 


Self-Prefervation by all honeft Methods is the 

firtt Duty of every Community, as well as of 

every private Perfon, fo the publick Safety is the 

general View of all Laws. When therefore 

any Law does not conduce to this great End, 

but on the contrary in fome extraordinary and 

unnatural Junétures, the very Obfervation of 
it would endanger the Community, that Law 
ought to be laid afleep for fuch a Time, by the 
proper Authority. Thus the very Intention of 
our Habeas Corpus A&, namely, the Prefervation 
of the Liberties of the Subject, abfolutely re- 
quires that A& to be now fufpended, fince the 
Confinement of dangerous and fufpected Per- 
fons, who might ftrengthen this Rebellion, and 
fpread a Civil War through all Parts of this 
Kingdom, fecures to us our Civil Rights, and 
every Thing that can be valuable to a Free 
People. 

As every Government muft in its Nature be 
arm’d with fuch an Authority, we may obferve 
that thofe Governments which have been the 
moft famous for publick Spirit, and the mott 
jealous of their Liberty, have never failed to 
exert it upon proper Occafions. There cannot 
be a greater Inftance of this, than in the old 
Commonwealth of Rome, who flatter’d them- 
felves with an Opinion that theif Government 
had in it a due Temper of the Regal, Noble, 
and Popular Power, reprefented by the Contuls, 
the Senators, and the Tribunes. The Regal 
Part was however in feveral Points notorioully 
defedtive, and particularly becaufe the Con- 
fuls had not a Negative in the paffing of a Law, 


as the other two Branches had. Neverthelefs 
in this Government, whe 
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any great and imminent Dan- 
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get, they thought it for the common Safety to 
appoint a Temporary Dictator, invefted with the 
whole Power of the three Branches; who, 
when the Danger was over, retired again into 
the Community, and Jeft the Government in 
its natural Situation. But what is more to our 
Cafe, the Confular Power itfelf, tho’ infinitely 
fhort of the Regal Power in Great Britaiz, was 
intrufted with the whole Authority which the 
Legiftature has put into the Hands of His Maje- 
fty. We have an Eminent Inftance of this in the 
Motto of my Paper, which I fhall Tranflate for 
the Benefit of the Exglifh Reader, after having 
advertifed him, that the Power there given to 
the Confal, was in the Time of a Confpiracy. 
The Senate therefore made a Decree, as ufual,. when 
they have Matters before them of fo Horrid-a Na- 
ture, That the Confuls fhonld take Care the Com- 
mon-Wealth did not fuffer any Prejudice. By Vir- 
tae of this very great Power which the Senate al- 
lous t0 the Magiftrate, according to the Antiend 
Cuftoms o Rome, He may raife an Army, wage 
War, make Ufe of all kinds of Methods to reftrain 
the Affociates and Citizens of Rome, and exercife 
the Supreme Authority both at Home and Abroad 
ss Matters Civil and Military; whereas otherwife 
the Conful is not inve/ted with any of thefe Powers 
without the expre/s Command of the People. 

There now only remains to thew, that His 
Majefty is legally poffett of this Power; and 
that the Neceffity of the prefent A ffairs requires 
He fhould be fo. He is entrufted with it by 
the Legiflatute of the Nation; and in the very 

Otion of a Legiflature is implied a Power 
to change , repeal, and fufpend what Laws 
are in Being, as well as to make what new 
Laws they fhall think fit for the Good of the 
People. 
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The Free-Horner, 94) 
Peopte..: This is fo uncontroverted a Maxim, 
that I believe never any Body attempted to re-, 
fute it. Our Legiflature have however had that 
juft Regard for their Fellow-Subjects, as not 
to entertain a Thought of abrogating this Law, 
but only. to hinder it from operating at a Time 
when it would endanger the Conftitution. The 
King is empowered to a& but for afew Months 


by Virtue of this Sufpenfion ; and by that Means — 


differs from a King of Frazce, or any other Ty- 
rannical Prince, who in Times of Peace and 
Tranquillity , and upon what Occafionhe plea- 
fes, fends any of his Subjeéts out of the Know- 
ledge of their Friends into fuch Caftles, Dun- 
geons, or Imprifonmentsas he thinks fit. Nor 
did the Legiflature do any Thing in this that 
was unprecedented. The Habeas Corpus Att 
was made but about five and thirty Years ago, 
and fince that Time has been fulpended four 
Times before his prefent Majefty’s Acceflion 


to the Throne: Twiceunder the Reign of King. 


William and Queen Mary; once under the Reign 
of King William; and once under the Reign of 
Queen Anne. 

The Neceffity of this Law at this Time arofe 
from the Profpeét of an Invafion, which has 
fince broke out into an a@tual Rebellion ; and 
from Informations of fecret and dangerous Pra- 
ctices among Men of confiderable Figure, who 
could not have been prevented from doing Mil- 
chief to their Countrey but by fuch a Sufpenfion 
of this A& of Parliament. 

I cannot however but obferve, that notwith- 
ftanding the Lawfulnefs and Neceflity of fuch 
a Sufpention, had not the Rebellion broke out 
atter the paffing of this AG of Parliament, 1do 
not know how thofe who had been the moit. 
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The. ¥ nEE-HOLDER. OF 
intramental in procuring it, could have efeap-d 
that poplar Odium, which their malicious ard 
artful Enemies have now in vain endeavoured 
toftie up againft them. Had it been poffible for 
the Vigilance and Endeavours of a Miniftry to 
have hindered even the Attempt of an Invafion, 
their very Endeavours might have proved pre- 
judicial to them. ‘Their prudent and refolute 
Precautions would have turned to their Difad- 
vantage, had‘ they not been juftified by thofe 
Events, which they did all that was in their 
Power to obviate. This naturally brings to 
Mind the Refle&tion of Tully inthe like Circum- 
ances, That amidft the Divifions of Rome, % 
Man was in an unhappy Condition who bad a 
Share in the Adminiftration, nay even in the Pre- 
fervation of the Cummon-Wealth. Ovconditionem 
iniferam non modo adminiftrande, vertim eti- 
am confervande Reipublice ! : 

Befides, every unprejudiced Man will confi- 
dér how mildly and equitably this Power has 
been ufed, The Perfons confined have been 
treated with all poffible Humanity, and abridg- 
ed of nothing but the Liberty of hurting their 
Countrey, and very probably of ruining both 
themfelves and their Families. And as to the 
Numbers of thofe who are under this fhort Re- 
raint, it is very obfervable, that People donot 
feem fo much furpized at the Confinement of 
fome, as at the Liberty of many Others. But 
we may from hence conclude, what every Exg- 

man mutt obferve with great Pleafure, that 
is Majefty does not in this great Point regu- 
Jate Himfelf by any private Jealoufies or Suf- 
Picions, but by thofe Evidences and Informati- 
Ons which he has received. 


ivf} We 


et —"s. . ~ ee 
a ee a 




















os 


aa - a te 
=" ah | > Pe ee —- Pe os 
aS a> ae. me - Me i 
— =F. oa ee ~- . * ae ae ed - er 
p 7 Se eee -- + a oe wos = ’ 
x > a a = E — = = 2 eae * 
P oe Ss oe st ee ——— = - ate ok 








ze 




















































































